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The first month of the academic year is almost over, and it is time 
to report on our activities to date. The Opening Tea on October lst 
went off quite well, I think, in spite of the last-minute calamities 
which are usually associated with such events. One of the tanks in 
the attic of the dirmitory sprang a leak the day before, and atten- 
tion had to be diverted from the preparations in the kitchen to re- 
pairing the damage. On top of that both Wadia and Labiba took sick, 
but they rallied in the nick of time, and all preparations were com- 
plete when zero hour arrived, lr. Joseph Saad, Curator of the Pales- 
tine Museum, very kindly assisted us in identifying and welcoming the 
guests, About 130 turned out, which was very gratifying. I was par- 


ticularly pleased at the number of Jordanian officials, including the 
military, who accepted our invitation. 


The next morning our third Fellow, \/illard Oxtoby, and his bride, 
Layla (nee Jurji), arrived after being unexpectedly delayed in Beirut. 
On the 10th of October Father Leahy arrived, and our School group was 
complete, ‘Je now have at the School, - Professor and lirs. Robert 
Marshall and their two children from Chicago Lutheran Theological 
Seminary; Father Raymond Brown - Johns Hopkins; Robert \/, Smith, - 
Yale; ‘Jillard G. Oxtoby and Mrs. Oxtoby - Princeton; Dr. Lester J. 


Kayper ~ \estern Theological Seminary, Holland, Michigan; Father 
Thomas Leahy - Alma College, Los Gatos, California. 


On October 2nd our academic programme began. Professor Marshall and I 
had decided that rather than carry on a formal lecture course during 
the month we would concentrate on the study and visitation of as many 
sites as possible - before the rains broke. The task of reading up on 
the varisus sites was distributed among the School group, and each 
carried his share of the load. I should like, however, to pay a 
special word of tribute to the valuable assistance which I have re- 
ceived in this respect from my colleague, Professor Marshall. 


‘le began with a study of our immediate environment, several talks be- 
ing given on the archaeological history of Jerusalem. One morning we 
visited the South-East Hill to inspect what remains of the City of 
David. On the morning of the 4th we took advantage of the generous 
offer of Father Milik to show us a tomb which he was clearing on the 
lower slope of Ras Mekabber, below "Government House." The tomb has 
a large number of kekhim which have yielded a surprising number of 
ossuaries, As this was our first contact with a "dig" actually in 
progress, it was difficult to tear the group away. 


Everyone was anxious, of course, to see the Scroll material in the 
Museum at the earliest opportunity. So a visit to the "Scrollery" 
was arranged through the kindness of Mr. Saad and Pere de Vaux. Our 
guide and interpreter on this occasion was Father Ray Brown, one of 
our School Fellows, who had taken over from Father Fitzmyer the task 
of compiling a concordance of the Biblical material from Cave 4. 
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Ray proved a most competent and interesting guide, and I am sure 
there was little of importance that was not drawn to our attention. 
The sight of thousands of fragments, now preserved between sheets of 
glass, and laid out on long tables, impressed us not only with the 
quantity and variety of the materials, but also with the patience and 
skill it must have taken to bring order out of chaos, The work of 
sorting the fragments into their proper groups is not yet complete, 
and perhaps never can be, but tremendous progress has been made, both 
in reconstituting the original manuscripts, and in interpreting them. 
At the present time five scholars are at work in the Scrollery: Fath- 
ers Milik, Starcky, Baillet and Brown, and Mr. John Strugnell. 


Another interesting excursion which we made within the bounds of the 
Jerusalem area was through the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Most of 
us had already been through. But it happens that an American Fran- 
ciscan, Father James Perry, is at present doing a term of duty inside 
the Church, ‘hen he offered to guide us through, it seemed too good 


an opportunity to miss, - the more so since Father James, in addition 

to being thproughly familiar with the various parts of the Church, 

their history and use, is also a most witty and entertaining individ- 
His account of life within the Church will not soon be Hrgotten,. 


ual. 


On the 9th we visited el-Jib (Gibeon) and Tell en Nasbeh. At the 
former we met many of my friends of last summer when I worked there 
with Dr. Pritchard, On the 14th we visited Balata to see the re- 
sults of the Drew-McCormick expedition. ‘Je had lunch at Jacob's 
Well, then headed for Jenin, stopping on the way to explore the tun- 
nel at Ibleam. From Jenin we gazed out across the Plain of Esdrael- 
on, then headed back to Dothan to see where Professor Free of VWheat- 
on College has been excavating since 1953. On the 26th Ray Brown 
conducted the School group around Sumran, into whose mysteries he 
had been thoroughly initiated by Monsignor Skehan,. 


The morning of the 20th was devoted to a visit to Ai and Burj Beitin. 
Then turning north we headed for a verdant little spot north of Nab- 
lus where water bursts at several places from the sheer hill face 
above the road, Beside a waterfall, whose rocks are bedecked with 
maidenhair fern, is an Arab coffee-shop.e There we ate our lunch, 
Nearby a man and boy were weaving baskets from split bamboo which 
grows here along the watercourses, After lunch we proceeded to Tell 


el-Farah where the group had its first sight of a major excavation 
in progress. 


Pere de Vaux, who is conducting the excavation, took us on a tour of 
the site. He drew our attention to the plan of the Iron Age houses. 
Then he explained the various Early Bronze structures that were in 
the process of being unearthed. His identification of seven or 
eight EB levels promises to make this tell a particularly important 


one for an understanding of the development of EB culture in Pales- 
tinee 


The following afternoon Joseph Saad conducted the School group 

through the Siloam Tunnel. Most of us were armed with flashlights, 
while the man at the head of the procession carried a Coleman lamp. 
Thus we had an excellent opportunity to study the walls and ceiling 
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aS we went along. There was less than a foot of water in the tunnel, 
Shortly after entering at the spring end we noted the passage (now 
partly walled up) leading to “arren's Shaft, Farther on we came to 
the place where the two groups of miners met, as indicated by the dir- 
ection of the pick-marks on the wall. At the point where the tunnel 
begins to turn to the right we observed a shaft leading to the surface 
of the hill, This was the “orientation shaft" used by the miners to 
get their bearings. About six metres from the end of the tunnel we 
spotted the probable place from which the Siloam Inscription was re- 
moved, about 1880. The entire journey occupied 35 minutes. ‘hen we 
had dried our feet, Mr. Saad took us up to an Arab home in Silwan 
village and there entertained us to a sumptuous afternoon tea. 









These are not the only trips we have taken since I last wrote. Unable 
to wait for the formal opening of the School year, some of us drove 

up to Shiloh and Samaria. Another day during the latter part of Sep- 
tember we went to Hebron, 







The high point of the School program for October was the trip to Pe- 
trae All School personnel participated except Fathers Brown and 
Leahy, who were off with the Dominicans on a trip through northern 
Transjordan. Sami Maddah, Inspector of Antiquities for West Jordan, 
accompanied us. ‘Je left Jerusalem in two cars at 5:30 on the morning 
of the 25rd. All went well except for one blow-out and the brief 
moments of anxiety we experienced as we encountered one oil truck af- 
ter another on the narrow road winding down and up the tremendous 
canyons of the Mujib and Hesa, About 7:00 peme we reached ‘Jadi Musa. 
Horses and donkeys were awaiting us at the police station, but since 
there was bright moonlight we decided to walk through the Siq. After 
an hour and a half of stumbling along the stony trmf&l we reached our 
journey's end and sank with relief into the chairs of the lounge of 
Nazzal's new hotel at Petra, 























In the morning we decided to attempt the most difficult climb first, 
while we were still fresh, that up Umm-el-Biyara, ‘Vith the aid of 
two Bdul guides we succeeded in scaling the 8-foot sheer cliff face 
which, at one point, confronts all comers, In this adventure the - 
Marshall children were nearly always in the van, and proved to be 
"kids" in the real sense of the word. Umm-el-Biyara is usually re- 
garded as the site of the Edomite citadel, Sela, but it is an identi- 
fication which should not be accepted too readily. According to II 
Kings 14:7 Amaziah of Judah took Sela by storm. Anyone who has 
climbed Umm-el-Biyara may be pardoned for doubting whether it could 
ever have been taken by storm. From the summit we spied Aaron's 
tomb, a white speck on the highest peak to the south-west. 






In the afternoon we decided to try something easier, so set out to 
see the Deir, about 5 kilometres distant. The Deir is a great temple 
in mixed Nabataeo-Greek style. It stands 192 feet high, and is 
carved out of the solid rock, as are practically all the buildings of 
Petra, Most of us climbed to the top of the temple to have our pic- 
tures taken below the urn. 
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Saturday morning we went up the adi Farasa, and ascended to the 
Great High Place, .hen we were on the way down a goat, grazing on 
the edge of a precipice, sent a rock tumbling down which almost 
struck Hamid, one of our drivers, on the head. ‘Je visited the The- 
atre and the Khazneh, and went on to see the Corinthian, Palace and 
other Tombs. By noon we were pretty well exhausted, 


after a good lunch and a little rest we were ready to go again. This 
time we set out to climb el-Habis, to see the remains of the Crusader 
castle of Sel. However, the ascent proved too dangerous, and we 
turned back. i/e then tried to find the Conway High Place, which was 
excavated by a British-American expedition under Dr. Albright in 


1934. After some difficulty we reached it, and spent some time try- 
ing to interpret the remains. 


Three members of the British School are at present working in the 
Petra area. Peter Parr has opened a trench beside the paved street 
in the ‘Jadi Musa; Mrs. Bennett is digging in one of the city dumps; 
Diana Kirkbride is engaged in clearing a Neolithic site about five 
kilometres "out of town." 


The return journey was made on Sunday, the 26th. We left el-Ji at 
7:40 in the morning, and were back in Jerusalem by 7:00 in the even- 
ing, in spite of the fact that we were delayed for an hour at the 
top of the adi Mujib while workmen carried out some blasting opera- 
tions. Omar had a grand supper of fried chicken waiting for us, and 


a hot bath. ‘Ye all havé a new appreciation of the comforts offered 
by the Jerusalem School, 


It seems impossible to give this group its fill of travelling, for 
just two days after our return Professors Iarshall and Kuyper, Bob 


Smith and ‘Jill Oxtoby journeyed down to see the Monastery of har 
Saba. 


Such is our October tale. On November 3rd some of us leave for the 
deserte 


Fred V. Winnett, Director 


Jerusalem School 





